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About the Parksville Newcomers Club
Welcome to the PARKSVILLE NEWCOMERS CLUB. For more than 20 years, the Club
has helped newcomers to our community make the transition to citizens of
our community. Today, more than 300 newcomers are Members.
The Club has a simple purpose: to help Members make the transition from
being newcomers to being knowledgeable, contributing residents. The Club
has the following goals:
•
•
•
•

•

Inform the Members about the features of Vancouver Island, the
Region and its communities;
Provide relevant information about the programs and activities of
local government institutions, social and charitable organizations;
Promote volunteerism in the community;
Support Members in continuing or pursuing new interests, activities
and hobbies; and
Develop social networks and form longstanding friendships.

Values of the Club

The Club is guided in its activities, actions and operations by the values of
openness and transparency; recognition of the right of all Members to mutual
respect; fellowship and friendship; and a commitment to the betterment of
the community.

Bylaws and Policies

New Members should review the Club’s Bylaws, Constitution and Conflict
Resolution Policy, which are all found on the Website.

Club and Member Use of Images

With today’s use of technology, the taking of photos occurs regularly at
activities and events. Club Members are asked to decline or leave a photo
opportunity if they do not wish their photo taken or to be included on the Club
website or social media. The Club agrees to remove any photos, or request any
photos to be removed, should a member be unaware that his/her photo was
taken at an event. When photos are taken at Club events by individual
members, for their personal use, it is asked that these photos be treated with
respect and that the above procedures are followed. If you have any questions
or feedback regarding the above, please do not hesitate to contact our Social
Media Director at webmaster1.pnc@gmail.com.
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Membership
The PARKSVILLE NEWCOMERS CLUB is a British Columbia member-based society,
which supports its operations through its membership fees. Membership in
the Club is open to residents of the Regional District of Nanaimo (RDN),
including the City of Parksville, the Town of Qualicum Beach, Errington,
Coombs, French Creek, Nanoose Bay, Bowser, Qualicum Bay and surrounding
areas, as well as the City of Nanaimo. Membership is open to individuals who
have lived in the Regional District of Nanaimo for fewer than five years.

What is the membership year?

The membership year begins September 1 of a year and ends August 31 of the
following year.

Can I join at any point in the membership year?

Yes. Individuals can join the Club at any point in the membership year.
Membership fees will be prorated each month.

How can I join and renew my Membership?

The Membership Committee is present at each Monthly Meeting to answer
any membership questions, process membership applications and accept
payment of membership fees, which are $15 per year. Members can renew
their membership beginning in September of each year. The initial
membership process involves the completion of the membership form, which
includes the release of liability agreement. Individuals can contact the Director
of Membership for further information: membership1.pnc@gmail.com.

How long can I be a Member?

A person may be a Member of the Newcomers Club for three membership
years plus the number of months remaining in the membership year in which
the person initially joins the Club. For example, someone joining the Club in
December would have nine months of the initial, joining membership year

and an additional three years of membership.
Are there any restrictions on Members?

Yes. Members are not allowed to use the events, meetings or activities of the
Parksville Newcomers Club as a method to engage in soliciting business.

Are there any other fees or costs?

Special events typically involve event costs, which Members pay in advance.
Activity Groups themselves may have costs associated with sharing expenses.
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Activity Groups
The PARKSVILLE NEWCOMERS CLUB organizes a number of Activity Groups for its
Members. These Activity Groups support two important Club goals: To
support Members in continuing or pursuing new interests, activities and
hobbies; and to develop personal and social networks, and help form
longstanding friendships.
Activity Groups are organized around a theme, an activity or hobby, or a
subject matter, which are consistent with the Club’s purpose and goals. Each
Activity Group has a volunteer Coordinator who oversees the Group’s
activities and provides information to the Directors and Members on their
activities.
You can consult the monthly Newsletter and the Website for specific
information on each Activity Group, including their current calendar of events.
Contact information for each Group’s Coordinator is also found in the
Newsletter and on the Website. Any general questions or suggestions for
other Activity Group can be addressed to the Vice President:
vicepresident.pnc@gmail.com.
As of September 2017, Activity Groups include the following:

Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø

ARTS AND CRAFTS (Drop in)
BOOK CLUBS
BOWLING (Drop in)
CAMPING
COFFEE CHATTERS (Drop in)
EUCHRE
LADIES’ GOLF
LADIES LUNCH

Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø

LET’S DO DINNER
MEN’S GOLF
MIXED BRIDGE
MIXED LUNCH
PUB FARE NIGHT
WALKING GROUP
WINE APPRECIATION
WINE SOCIAL CLUB

Special Events
Members of the PARKSVILLE NEWCOMERS CLUB can participate in a program of special
events, which include tours and trips, social occasions and visits to places around
Vancouver Island. A first goal is to help Members become more aware of their local
community and broader Vancouver Island region. Secondly, these special events
provide opportunities for Members to socialize and make new, longstanding friendships.
Recent special events have included games and social evenings; tours to wineries, a
local cranberry farm and a mystery bus tour. Members have played mini-golf, done
lawn bowling and participated in a scavenger hunt. Each year, the Club organizes a
Christmas Dinner and Dance.
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The program of specials events, as well as upcoming events, is published in the monthly
Newsletter. In addition, Members receive email on upcoming events and the Club’s
Facebook page provides information on events and how to register. Members can
always contact the Director of Special Events for both information and registration at
the following email address: specialevents.pnc@gmail.com. Most special events
require Members to pre-register and pre-payment.

Monthly Meetings
The Parksville Newcomers Club holds a monthly meeting of its Members with the
exception of the month of July. These meetings are located at the Parksville Community
and Conference Centre, 132 East Jensen Avenue, Parksville. The meetings begin at
6:30pm for new Member registration. The Meetings’ agenda and presentations begin at
7:15pm.
The Monthly Meetings are important occasions when Members can get current
information about the Club’s activities and events; join or renewal their membership;
learn about upcoming events, register for events, and process payments. The
Coordinators of Activities Groups are present to answer questions about their Groups
and sign-up Members. The Board of Directors provides Members with information on
the Club’s operations and finances. The Club supports many local charitable
organizations with a 50-50 draw at the end of each Monthly Meeting.
Members can learn about the Monthly Meetings and the presentations through the
Club’s Newsletter and Facebook page.

Board of Directors
The management of the PARKSVILLE NEWCOMERS CLUB is vested in an eight-member Board
of Directors. The Directors are Members in good standing that volunteer their time and
serve without remuneration. Board calls and chairs meetings of the Club, oversee the
Club’s activities, represent the Club and set membership fees. The Members at the
Club’s Annual General Meeting elect directors. All Directors serve for one-year terms,
although they can serve more than one term if elected. The Vice President assumes the
position of President.
You can contact the Board of Directors using their emails:
President

president.pnc@gmail.com

Vice President

vicepresident.pnc@gmail.com

Treasurer

treasurer1.pnc@gmail.com

Secretary

secretary1.pnc@gmail.com
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Membership
Community Relations

membership1.pnc@gmail.com
publicity1.pnc@gmail.com

Special Events
Social Media

specialevents.pnc@gmail.com
webmaster1.pnc@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor

communications.pnc@gmail.com

How can you contact us?
The PARKSVILLE NEWCOMERS CLUB communicates with its Members in a number of ways
and has a number of means whereby Members can contact the Club and learn about its
activities.
The Club has a commitment to the privacy of its Members. With the exception of
Director and Activity Group Coordinators, personal information, especially email
addresses, are not distributed to others or used for any purpose other than the business
of the Club. Email communications are done using “bcc” formats to protect address
information.
The Club maintains a Website, which provides Members with a wide range of news and
information. Members can find current events, information on our Activity Groups,
Special Events and Monthly Meetings. The Website also includes important Club
documents, such as the Bylaws and Constitution, and Club policies and procedures.
Members can find an archive of previous Newsletters and Annual General Meeting
documents.

Website Address: www.parksvillenewcomersclub.wordpress.com
Current information about meetings and activities can be found on the Club’s Facebook
page. It is the best source of upcoming events, Activity Group meetings and Special
Event programs.

Facebook Address: www.facebook.com/ParksvilleBCNewcomers
In addition to emailing the Directors, Members can use the Club’s general information
email: info.parksvillenewcomers@gmail.com.
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